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There were the wsusl number of mis-
cellaneous passengers upon the boat, and
added to these were a nnmber of Union
oficers, who had been dispatched upon
varions missions thronghout that porction
of the State of Ohio, esc men left the
stenmer as thelr points of destination were
reached, and after they had departed, sev-
eral of the pazsengers, who had hitherto
rempined silent, bocnme very  talkative,
They began in a enution: manner to ex-
press their opinions, with a view of clicit-
ing some knowledge of the sympathies of
their fellow-travelers in the important
strnggle that was now impending, Lewis
had maintained a guist, dignitied reserve,
which, while it did not forbid aur friend-
tly approaches from hig fellow-passengers,

The waork of my operatives in helping o inguired “whether its influence could not {at the same time rendered them more e
save that portion of Virginin now kovwn as | be eonuteracted.” Gen. McClellan at ovee | spectinl, and prevented undue familiarity.

West Virginia to the Union forms an in
teresting chopter of the Secret Serviee his-
tory of the rebellion. The antagonistic
osition of the two sections of Virgin

eomoded early consideration and prompt
action on the part of the Federal Gov
ernment, both in protecting the lopal peo
ple in the western section and of presery-
ing that territory to the Union. Within
the borders of this Commonwenlth there
existed two elements, directly opposed o

ench other, and hoth eyually prononnced |

fn the declaration of political opinious,
The lines of demarkation hetween (hese
diverse communities were the Alleghany
Mouninins, which extemded through the
yery middle of the State from northeast
to sounthwest, and divided ber tervitory
into two parts, slightly uneqnoal in size
and different in topog hical features
and personal characteristics of the people. |
From the unture of its earlier scttle-
ment, and by reason of climate, soil and
situntion, Eastern Virginia remained the
region of large plantations. with u heavy
slzve population, and of profitable agrieul-
ture. especially in the production of ta-
baceo. West Virginin, on the cootrary,
having been first settled by hunters, pio-
necrs, Inmbermen and miners, possessed
Iittle in common her more wealthy
and aristoeratic ueighbors  bevond  the
moeuniains. They m their 3
the wilds, and smong the n
tion= el was hiv
they w o 1!"\»"."]'
this we
busy n

wi

wenlth
and in time
the seat of &
v. with a di
v iied a wl  consnmpe
tion, while the cast was lnrgely given up
to the production of great staples for ex:
ot

The s=lave interest largely

to the ereation awd continnance of this
onistic feeling, According to & cen-

, which had been recently taken, it
wins ascertained that Rastern Virginia
held all but a few thossands, It was not
a magter of surprise, thercfore, thiat se-
eessionism shonld be rampant in the cast,
and that a Univn sentiment should almost
nniversally prevail in the west.  As the
fnstitution of slavery was more or less the
cause of the war, hete, ng in other parts
of the South, reared ils most
formidable front where the slave interest
predominated, and treason was hore alert
in the centers of accunmulated wealth and
family pride, whose foundations wore 'lnill
by the suffering nnd rail of the African
bondsmen. The war usd been waged to
defend the “Divine institution,” and it
was scarcely to e expected that such a
canse would be valiantly champiosed by
men whose self-reliance and persondl in-
dependence had  endeared to them the
rights of free and honariable manhood,

When the Convention of Virginin met
to consider the question of secession, the
slave-holding dignitaries  were -somewhat
staurtled by the logieal, but novel, declara-
tion of one of the western members, that
“the right of revolution ecan be exercised
ns well by a portion of the cltizens of a
State agnmst their State Government, as
it can b isidd by the whole people

qr Federal Govern-

1 by nnother,

pointed and reve ¥, “that any

+ in the | irginia now sus-
tains 1o the Federal Government, rzainst
the wishes of even n respectable minority
of hor people, would be sufliciont to jos-
tify them in chauging their relution to the
State Govermment Ly separating  them-
selves from that section of the Sinie that
had thus wantonly disregarded their (in-
teresteand dofied their witl”

The eounvention, however, denyiung the
pertineney of this logie, passed ifs seeret
ordingnes of secession on April 17, 1861,
and within a week populdar movements
were ‘on foot in the varieus towns and
Conntles of Western Virginia to effect a
division of the State. The people united
fn a unanimous protlest aguinst the ef-
forts of the slave-holding aristoerats to
carry them into a cotton eonfederncy, and
o determination to “secefde from scces-
sion™ wnas muanifested everywhiere. The
foyal determination was rapidly followed
by popular grganization: an appesl for as-
fistavee was mnde 1o the Government at
Washington, which promised them  eoun-
tenance and support. sod oo May 13 dele
gates from 25 conntics of West Virginia
met Wh devise sach mction

also entered

S eEELO

eling 1o
a8 would ennble them 1o fully and fnally
repudiate the treasonable revolt of East
Virginia.

Muny circoms=tances favorgd their pbsi-
tion, The State of Ohilo, immediniely ad-
joming, wus orgauizing her military foree
of voluotecrs, and Western Virginin was,
not long after, attached to the Depart
went of the Ohio, under command of Gen
Metlellan. The blockade of Washington,
and other eveuts, had operated (o h-‘-'p
the Western troofrs on the O Hoe, and
the Unionists of West Virginia found a
protoeting wilitury force at onee in their
immedinte vicnpity, with 2 commanding
ofticer who was instrocted to give them
every enconrngement and support.

Mennwhile, Guv. Letcher, of Virginia,
fnoring the attitude assumed Ly the peEo
ple of the West, hind issued Lis proclama-
tion enlling for the of the
Stnte Militia, nod including Westiern Vir

n in the eall.

mpted by a spirit of arrogance or
overcontklence, Le at an early day dis
bhed offleers 1o that }n"’!"iil_\' to collect
waiee the militia of Western Vir
Owing o the sparsity of the pop-
tiation, and the hilly and mountaluous sit-
nation of the conutry, there wore it two
principal lecaklties or Hues of travel where
H cutiernds forves conld be lwst of-
ficted lwing the line of the
Baltimore & Ohio Rallroad, snd the other
I the fireat Kannwha River
soit  his
returned
ug churncter.
found the feeling
‘Ilill. [ nwon "[;'nh'xll!i'bll« X
fpled in most of the counties, and that
while fragments of rebel companies were
here and there springing up, it was yery
ovident that no loeal foree sullicient to
hold the o try would respond to the
Confederute appenl, while the close prox-
imity of Union farces st several points
nlong the Ohio poiuted to o short tenure

of Copyfedernte guthority.

This information was not at all cheer-
ing to the 1 Goavernor of the State,
nid he determined to maintain biks author-
ity in the disaffected districts with srmed
forces from the enstern portion of the
Btate. To secomplish this be dotailed n
few aviitabie comp o2 from Staunten to
arch townrd Beverly, from wlich point
o conld menace and overawe the town

Grafton, the jun s of the main
stem of the Baltimore Obio i
with itg Lranches extending to
burg and Wheeling. The inhabitants
showed more alncrity, however, to take
up arms for the G 1 fur Gay,
Leteher or Gen, A Union Western
Virginia vegiwent, under the commnnd of
Col. Kelley, begau to gather recruits rap-
idly at Wheeling, while the rebel camps
between Beverly and Crafton were com
paratively deserted, and Col. Portorfield,
who had been sent under orders of Gaov,
Letcher, found his effurts at recruiting de
cidedly utsuecessiul,

May 23, 1861, the State voted upon the
ordinance of secession, and East Virginia,
nnder complete military  domination, se-
cepted the ordimance, while West Virginia,
comparatively  free, voted to reject the
idea ol secessiun.

Immedintely after (e result was ssoer-
tained, the velwl Lroops beeame ageressive,
and Col. Parterficld dispatehed severs] of
his companieds to bnen the bridge on the
Bauliis & Ohio Railroad.

'F rance of th

orEanmention

50 f these

e
wl

Hres

troons was
to the notice of the an-
i MWashineron, May 24 the See-
«retary of War and Gon, Seott telegraphed

=

rmation to, Gen. MeClellan, and

|coneaged and Certified the Western

- (Dot

| replied in the affirmative, and this was the
jsole order he received from Washington
regavding o eampaign in Vieginie.

Ont the 26th the General ordersd two
| regiments to cross the river at Wheeling.
and two others at Pavkersburvg.
were toinove forward simultancousiy by

| the branch raflroads from each of these

| points to their junction at Geafton. The
| hurnt bridges were restored in their pas
siiget, and after a most brilliant =trategic
mwoverent,  Porterfield  was  completely
surprisesl, amd the rebels were foreed
iliper=e in ntter rout.

This complete sue af the firet dash
at the enemy lind the most inspiriting of-
fect npon the Tnion troops, and also en-
Vir
[Tnionists in their determination to
break away from the East amd to form
a new Sgate.  This movement was suoe-
cesgsTally accomplished, and early in July

eoled two United States Senators.

Iierpont, who was head of this
Provisional State Government. organized
at Wheeling, made a formal application
to the United States for ald to suppress
the rebellion and protect the people against
domestic violenee, Gen, MeClellan, in fur-
therance of this object, ordered additiounl

e

Finia

They |

to |

| Sam Bridgemnn contribuisd materially to
| this resnlt; his deference to “my lord” was
| very natural, and the respect with which
the reccived his commands convineed the
prssengers at once that the HEnglish-look-
img gentleman was a4 man of =ome im-
| poarta e, 5
The passengers all appeared to T TTnicn
| men, awnd while they expresas their re-
| grets that the war bad commenced, ther
'regnrded theic separation  from  Kastern
Virginin with undisguised satisfaction.
At utidnight on the second ovening the
Iboat landed at Guyandotte, and Sammuel,
y with o great deal of digplay, attended to
the trunsfer of his master gnd the equip-
cfge from the Doat to the wharf, _Ilvl’i-
they found a number of men in uniform,
who were wrtnined to be representa-
tivos of the “Home G ard,” and in o few
minutes Dridgeman had secured the ser
vices of two of them to assist him in safe
Iy lnwdjng their efects, This being satis-
| factorily accomplished, he, apparently in
la siy manner, treated them to o drop of
good whisky, which formed part of the
| stores they had heen provided with., Stop-
ping at the hotel over night, they cootin-
| ned their journey on the following morn-
ling. They drove leisurely along, and at

“ILLEwW1s FORCED THE TFRIGHTENED
ANIMAL BACK oX His HAuNCHES."

forces into the State from his department.

In order to act intelligently in the mat-
ter it wns necessary that some definite in-
formntion should be derived respecting the
country which was now to be prolected,
and from which' it was necessiry the in-
vading rebels should be driven.
purpose the Genernl desired that 1 should
dispuiteh several of my men, who, by as-
sumirg various characters, wonld be able
to travel oxer the eountry, oltain a correct
idea of its topography, and ascertain the

vt position and designs of the seces-

sts.

“or this duty I selected a man named
Price Lewis, who hiad just returncd from
a trip to the South, and whom I had rea-
san to be satisfied was equal to the task,
I resolved, therefore, that he should be
one of the party to make this journey,
together with several others who were
delegated for the same purpose, In order
to afford variety 1o thie professions of my
operntives, and beiause of his filnsss for
the character, I decided that Price Lewis
shiould represeut himself as an English-
mun traveling for pleasare, believing that
he would thus eseape n close seruling or a
rigid examination, should he, hy any nc-
eident, fall into the Lands of the rebels.

Procuring a comfortable-looking ronad-

wigon and a pair of strong gray horses
which were both- substantinl-looking and
good roadsters, I stocked the velicle with
siuch articles of necessity and lusury as
would enable them to subsist themselves
if neeessary, and at the same rtime give
the appearnnes of truth to sach profes-
sions as  the sightsecing Englishman
might feel sathorized to make. 1 provided
him alvo with & nnmber of Euglish certi
ficates of various kinds, and I also sup-
plied him with Fuoglish mooey which
could readily be sxchauged for such cur-
veney that would best suit his purposes
in the several localities which ke would
be required to visit,
Lewis wore g full beard, and this was
trimmed in the most approved FEnglish
fashion, and when fully equipped for his
journey he presented the appearance of
a well-to-do i!'ﬁ*l::iisiaumu. who might even
e suspected of Lbving “blue hlood” in
his veins, Tn order that he wight the
more fally sustain the pew character he
wis about to assume, nnd to give an sdded
dignity to his pesition, 1 concluded to send
with him a member of my force who
would act in the eapacity of coachman,
groom and body-servant, as occasion
shionld demand. © The man whom [ select-
ed for this role was a Jolly, good-natured
and fearless Yunkee, named Samnel
Bridgeman, a quick, sharp-witted young
man, who had been i my employment
some time, aml who had on several ocen-
sions proved himself worthy of trust and
confidence in matters that reguirsdl tact
18 well ns boldoess, sod good sepnse as
well ns keen wit,

Calling Sam into my office, T explained
o him fuolly the usture of the duties Le
wounld be required to perform, and when
[ had concluded 1 saw by the merry
twinkle In his eves, and from the readiness
with which he caught st my suggestions,
that he thoroughly nnderstood and  had
decided to carry out his part of the pro-
gram to the very letter.

In addition to these, I arranged n route
for two other wen of wy force. They
wore Lo truvel tlirough the valley of the
Great Kanawha River, and to  observe
carefully everything that eame under their

which might be of impoirtance in
perfecting a military campaign, in case
the rebels shonld attempt hostile mens-
ures, or that Gen. McClellan might find
uecessary to prompily clear that portion
of Virginia of secession troops. These two
men were to ftravel ostensibly ss farm
lnborers, and their verdant appearance
was made to fully conform to such ave-
cations,

Everything bping in readiness, the two
parties wera started, and we will follow
their movements separately, as they were
to travel by different routes,

FPrice Lewis, the pseudo Englishman,
and Sam Bridgeman, who made quite a
smart-lonking valet in bhis new costume,
traosferred  thelr horses, wagons nand
stores on board the trim littlsa steamer
Cricket, ut Cincinnati, intending to travel
along the Ohio River, and effect a land-
ing at Goyandotle, in Western Virginia,
at which point they were to disembark
and parsue their journey overland through
the country.

I sccompanied Lewis to the whart, and
after everything hnd been satisfactorily
arrauged, 1 bade him good-by, and the lit-
tle steamer sailed away up tas river,

| My

nbout 10 o'clock they stopped at
honse to rest their horses,
here until nearly 3

farm
They vemuined
p'clock in the afters

For thisd noon, conversing with the old farmer, who

seemed to be muoeh pained at the condi
tion of affairs, but who Lad two sous who
had joined the rebel army.

They renewesd their Journey in the af
terno and in abont two hours resched
the lir village «of Colemonth, where
| there was o rebel encnmpme On pass
ing this they were halted | I e,
Fwho inguired thelr busines i
|ton, Lewis told him he wis a
| man, accampanied only by hix servaut, and
that he was traveling thronglh the wuniry
for pleasure. The munrd informed
that he could not let them pass, and avk
| Lewis to go with him to the Captain's
headguarters, which wax located in o lnrge
| #tone house¢, a few handred yunds distant.
My  operative  willingly nnd
lenving Bam in charge of his earringe, he
aceompanied the soldier to the officer’s
|qunirters.  He was ushered into a Inrge
and well-furnished npartment on the see
ond floor, and in u few mioutes the Cap
tuin came in.

He grested my operative plensantly,
{and inforined him that he regretted the ne
cessity of detnining him, but orders had to
be obeyed. Lewis related in substunce
what he bad already stated to the gund,
which statemey the Captain nohesitating
Iy received. and after n pleasant vonyer
sation he invited the deteetive to e wpt
the hospitality of the camp,

An  English geotleman traveling for
pleasure was not to be treated with dis
courtesy, and upon Lewis's ncecpting of
his invitation, a soldier wos dispotehed o
bring the horses and enrringe aud their im
patient driver into ciaimp.

Snpper was ardered, and fn 8 short time
the Captain and his guests weore diseussing
. vepast which was far more appetizing
. wally is. During the

P

conscntod,

| than soldiers’ fare u
meal Sam stood belind the chair of Lowis
and awaited upon him in the wost ap-
provid fashion, replying invarisbly with
i deforentinl,

| e,y o

itice hed been done to the
repast, Price directed Bridgeman to bring
lin fram the carriage a couple of bottles
of champagne, nnd by the time the hogr
of retiring bad arrived the detective had
suceesded in impressing his  entertsiner
with a very exalted opinion of his rank
and standing when nt home.

Lewis, being an Boglishman by hirth,
was very well posted about Eoglish af-
fairs, and he enterinined his lhost with
severnl vory well invented anecdaios of
the Crimen, in which bhe was suppoued to
have taken an active part, and his inti-
| maey with Lord Raglan, the commandoer
lof the British army, gained for Lim the
unbounded admiration and respect of the
doughty Captain,

From this officer Lewis learned that
there wore & number of troops in Charles
tom, lmg a few miles distant, sod thot
Cien, ¢, who was then in conunand,
had arrived there that day.

Afiwer a refreshing sleep and n boun-
teous hreakfast, Lowis informed tlie Cap-
tain that he would continue hig jonrney
toward Charleston, and endeavor to ob-
tain an interview with Gen. Wise. The
Captain cordially recommended bim to do
s0. and forpished him with passports
which would carry him without question
or delay upon the rood. they were
!p!anut taking their leave the Captiain put
|info Lewis's hands an unsealed leitor, nt
the same time remarking with great curn-
estnoss:

“My lord, T beg of von to neeept the In-
closed letter of introduction to Gen. Wise,
As I am personally scquainted with him,
this letter may be of some serviee to you,
:ml I should be only too happy it it “will
e 50,

“Thank you,” replied Tewis, “hut you
have been far too kind alrendy, and be.
lieve me I shall slways recall my enter
taiument at your hﬂllil’;! with pleasure.”

The walinnt Captain was oot aware
that he had been furnishing very valuable
information to his gentlemanly visitor
und that while he was unsuspectingly
answering bis well-direeted (uestions, his
servaut, the quiet Sam Bridgeman, was
unobservedly making notes of all that he
heard In velstion to the situation of af-
falrs and with regard to the probable
movements of the rebel troops.

A r ridiculons incident occurred to
our two travelers ufter leaving the eamp,

‘PRt a short distance
upon their way, when one of the horses
they were driving pstyp shoe, which made
it necessury “for themy to stop at a little
village and secure theservices of a black-
smith. wll 6

Driving up to the hotel, Lewis alighted
from the wagon, whilé' Bridgeman drove
to the blacksmitléshop’ in order to harve
bBis horse sttended 10, - As Lewis ascend-
ed the steps of the hotel he noticed a tall,
rather  commaodingdooking  gentleman
seated npon the porchi)who was evidently
serutinizing his agpsarines very carefully.
The stranggr was # mhn sbout 60 years
of nge, but remirkably well prescrved,
aud the lines of liis {uee gawe but little
indication of his yenrs.. There was sn air
of seeming importance abont him which
impressed Lewis with the fact that he
winst be ane of the dignitaries of the place,
and 65 he approached him he very politely
raised his hat and saluted him.

The old gentleman veturned the saluta-
tion with an inguiring gaze, amd Lewis,
in order to pave the way to his anequaint-
anee, invitisl bim to partake of a drink,
which was cordinlly nceeptal, In o few
minutes, nnder its influence, the two men

Ther had prucﬂm@t’

his back was seated a young lady, whe
bravely held her seat, and who was vainiy
attempting to restrain the unmanageable
animel. Some distance behind were a
Enrry of ladies and gentlemen on horse
ack, nll spurring their horses to the ut-
most. a8 if with the intestion of overtak-
ing the flying steed in front of them. In
tense fear was depicted upon the counte
uances of those in the rear, and not with-
out reason, for the situation of the young
Indy was daogerous indeed.

Quick as a flash my operatives realized
the situation and the necessity for prompt
action.  Without ottering a mmg Bam
Bridgeman turoed his  horses direetly
fcross the road, intending by that means
to stop tie mad course of the fiery charger
approsching them. As he did se, Lewis
sprung from the wagon, and with the ut-
most coolness advanced to meet the ap-
proaching horse. On came the frightened
animal at a speed that threstened every
moment to harl the beave girl from her

(seat, until be approached pearly to the

point at which wmy eperatives had sta-
tioned thewmselves, and then, evidentiy per-
ceiving the obstructions in lis path, he
momentarily slackened pace. In that in-

were conversing with all the frecdom of [stant Lewis sprang forward, and grasp-

s,

old frier

|

ing the bridle firmly with & strong haul,

Lowig fiseertnined that his companion | he forved the frightesed animal back vpon

was n Justice of the Peace, an office of | his haunches,

some importanee in that locality, and that
the old eentleman was ]s-:pﬂ-tr-fi to give to
his officinl position nll the dignity which
personal apprecintion of his standing
wled. Im a guiet manner Lewis ot
gave the Justice to wnderstaogd his
uppreciation of the houor he hind received
in meeting him, and by a few well-admin-
istered fAutteries saeteeded io eompletely
winning the kind regards of the old gen-
tloman, Their plensant conversation was
progressing with very favorable suceess,
when Sam Bridgeman drove up with the
team, having snecesded in finding s smithy
and in having the lost shoe replaced.

With a deferentinl, semi-military salute
he adidressed Lewis:

“We are all ready, my lord"” At the
mention of the title the old fellow jomped
to his feet in Mank amagement, and in the
most obsequions manner, and with an air
of humility that., compared with his bona-
hastie tone of a fow moments hefore, was
perfectly ridieulons,  Jerking off his hat
ind plucing it under his left arm, he ad-
vinewd and said:

“If my lord wonld do me the honor to
accept my poor hospitality, I wonld only
be ton hinppy to have the pleasure of his
company for dinper; my bouse is only a
short dislanee off, on the road to Charles-
ton, and will detnin you no longer than
ta rest and fesd vour horses, and partake
of a true Southern meal.™

Lewis hesitated a moment, pnd then re
membering that he had represented him-
self ns traveling purely for pleasure, he
dill not see how he could avoid accepting
his kind invitation.

“I have heard. sir. of the hospitable
charaeter of the Bonthern gentlemen, and
I assure yon [ shall be most happy to
avuil myself of your kinduess,"

The old Justice conld not coneral his

asure at the prospect of entertaining a

Iord™ in hix own house, and with
evident delicht he  accepted o seat in
Lewis's earriage. He directed the way to
his dwelling, which stood back from the
road, surrounded by a grove of Iofty
pines, aud then invited' his guest within.
Intrusting  the team  to the care of
Sam snd one of the servants, they en-
tered the lionse, gl were soon !-la;.':l;:m!
in discussing the sitaatdon of affaire. hoth
North and South. Lewis informed the olld
Justice thnt his nhme was ITenry Tracy,
of Oxford, England, mild that his object
was to reach Chagleston, but that he was
not aware that the conntry was so un-
#ettled, or he womld not have ventnred
nn this trip. He then related his adven-
tnre of the day Wfore, and commented
favorably on the gentlémanly Ledringe of
the Captain, and the munner in which he
had beon treated, Thew, indolged in pleas.
nnt conversation, on various topice, until
dinner was annoutesd,

When they had dong! justice to an ex
cellent repast they repaiced to u shoded
porch in the rear of the house, and Loewis
instructed Sam to bring out a bottle of
champagne and a bottte of brandy. Theas,
ag already jotimated,” bad been  Inbeled
with: fovvign wrappers, so that the dojen
tion vans comwplete. . The' bramly was n
very ordinary artiele, and the wine of an
inferior quulity, but the old gentleman
went into cestasies over it and omder jts
mellowing influence he beeame fomilinre
nnud copfidentinl, and gave to my shrewd
operative muoch valuable information. Fi-
nally the Justice grew profnsely demon-
trative, and leauing across the table he
el .

“My Jord, 1 have never (asted such
braudy ax you carry in all my lite. I have
n coupls of warmn friends outside whom
I have talen the liberty to send for, and
whom 1 know will be delighted see
you, amd still more pleased to taste this
cxellent ligquor,”

“Cevininly,” replied Tewls: “bring them
imy 1 shall be happy to meet then”

Lewis supposed, of course, that the two
men whom he had referred to were plout
ers and neighbors, but imagine his sur-
prise when the Justice returned, accom-
panied by the blacksmith aud cobbler of
the vill

After being  introduced to “my Lord
Tracy,” Lewis invited them to take a
plass with them, and with evident pleay-
ure, yet with visible embarrassment, (hey
necepted the invitation and seated them
#elves at the table,

It was now that the old gentleman grew
loquacions: he was Jond and profose in his

f the beawdy; he asserted ngmin

n that it -had never been his good
fortune to tuste sach  liguor, in which
eucomivms the blicksmith  and  cobbler
heartily joined. As the afternoon wore
awny, and the present supply was ex-
Lansted, Sam wuas dispatched after an-
other Lottle, and the soctul mecting con-
tinued wntil evening, Lewis was enreful
us o the amouont he drank, and intensely
enfoved the whole alfair. The idea of the
dacksmith and cobbler hobnobbing with
an English lord gtruck him as being so
ridicnlopsly funny that he langhed again
und gznin at the ahsuedity of the situa
tion, Often during the evering he Inughed
immoderately at what they supposed the'y
own jokes and wit., when he wos really
thinking of the ridiculons  eomedy in
which he was playing the leading part.
When the hour for retiving arrived, the
old man begged as o specinl favor that
he would bee allowel to keep one of the
empty bottles as o wemento of the ocea-
sion of his lordship's dining with him and
to remind him of the plensare he had en-
joyed of drinking some rore old imported
brandy (made in Cincinnati). The black-
smith and cobbler slso looked so longingly
at the empty bottles  before them that
Lowis could scurcely, refrain from lnugh-
ing heaptily ns he grasdonsly complicd with
their request for a setenic of the océa-
sion.  The evident s4tiFfpction with which
they approprinted o botile apicce, as they
started for home, nod their bearty thanks
s they bade him goodmight, was heartily
cchod by the old Jwitfee, who enrelnlly
Inid his bottle away a&n sacred relic of o
never-to-hi-forgotton _event.

While the party swere enjoying tlem-
selves on the poreh, Sem Bridgeon had
been using his time well among the ser-
vants, nod had gleaned ‘'maoch valuahle in
formation from them. They remained over
night with the old gentlemnn, and on the
following morning, after bidding him a
kind farewell, they wlaeted on their jour-
ney. Lewis did not forget, however, be-
fore leaving, to take'a parting gluss with
his host, who seemd@ very reluctant to
have them depart, q‘_hu}‘ continued on
their way toward Ullsirleston, traveling
but slowly, us the rosds were heavy from
the recent rning.  About noon they ar-
rived at a farm-house, to which they had
been recommended by their host of the
night before, Here they stopped for din-
ner, nnd, after refreshing themselves, they
ngnin went on.  The afternoon was warm
and pleasant, and their journey lay
throngh a beauntiful streteh of country.
Driving quietly ulong, they beguiled the
time  admiring  the _besutiful scencry
spread before them and jn plessant con-
verse.  Their enjoyment was, lhowever,
suddenly interrupted by the sound of loud
volces and the clattering of horses’ hoofs
immedintely bebind them. Quickly turn-
ing nround, the conse of this unusual ex-
citement was at once apparent. A fine
black horse, covered with foum. was tear-
ing down the turnpike ut break-neck

speed, and evidently running awsy. Upon

The danger was passed.
Tl.!l' horse, feeling the iron grasp upon the
bridle, and reeognizing the voice of au-
thority, stood still and trembling in every
Joint, his recking sides heaving and his
eyes flashing fire. The young lndy, with

(a4 swdden revalsion of feeling, fell buck

in the saddle. and would have fallen but
that Sum Bridgeman, hasteniog to the re
I{'-f of hi= ompunion. was fortunntelr in
time {0 _entch the fainting figure in his
arms,  Extrieating her quoickly from the
sadile, he sat her gently on the ground,
aud as he did so the fair head el for
ward on his shoulder and she lost con
selonstess,

_]:_\-_ this time Lewis had soeceedod in
quicting the exeited animal, and had rast-
ened him to a tree by the wavside, and
ng he tnened to the assistanee of Bridge-
man the companions of the uneonscioos
girl rode up.  Hastily dismounting, they
rishied (o bher aid, sl in a few minotes.
under their ministrations, the dark eses
were opensd, and the gird gazed wonder-
ingly sronnd,

Afier being assistid to her fect she
gratefuliy expressed her thankfuloess to
the men who had p bly saved her life,
in which she was warmly joined by the
remuinder of the party.

Sam  Bridgeman  received these griate-
ful expressions with an air of modest con-
fusion. which was indeed Inughable, and
then said:

“It ain’t no use thanking me, Miss: it
was wmy lord, here, that stopped the ani-
mal."”

AL the words “my lornd” a look of en-
riokity came over the faces of the new-
comers, and Lewis stenned gracefully for-
ward and introdneed himself.

“I am glad, ladies nud gentlemen, to
have been of serviee to this young Indy,
and permit me to introduce myself as
Henry Tracy, of Oxford. England, now
traveling in Amerien.” :

_The three gentlemen who were of the
riding party grasped the hand of their
new-made English aequaintance, and in a
few worls introduced him to the ladies
who secompanied them, all of whom were
seemingly delighted to make the sequaint-
ance of a gentleman who had been ad-
dressed by his servant as “my lord.”

This adventure proved to be o most for-
tupate one for my two operatives, The
gentlemen, upon introducing themselves,
were discovered to be connected with the
rebel army, and to be reermiting officers
sent by fGov, Letcher to organize snch
rebel valnnteers as were to be gathered
in Western Virginia. By them Lewis was
eordially invited to join their company
Cha®leston, which b+ as cordially accoen
ed. Nuoggesting that as the young lady,
who luid searcely recovered from the ae-
cident, might not feel able to ride her
liorse
seat i s carringe, which offer was 2
fully aevepted, and sttaching the runa-
way DLardge to the resr of the vehivle, the
party procesded on their way to Charles-
tnn, at which peint thev arrived witlout
further cvent or accidont,

The young lady whom TLewis Lad
providentinlly resciied was the only
ter of Juidge Bevy . e of the woealth-
lest andd most influentisl men in the Siate,
amd wpon condueting lier to lier home the
detective was received with the warmest
emotions by the overjoyed father. Loewd:
was pressed to make the honse of the
Jll_li'.:r‘- fus home daring his stay, but gratoe-
fnily declining the invitation he took wp
his quarters at the hotel, where hie ecould

1t

| more readily extend Lis wequnintanee, and

where hils movements would be more froe.

The young officers whom he had et
upon the road had their quarters af the
hotel at- which Lewis had stoppod, and
under their friendly guidancc po ope
thougzht of questioning his teuthfulness or
impeaching his professions.

by this means he was enabled 5 nce
quire & wonderful amount of informwmtion
of vilue to the canse of the North, all of
which was duly reported to me at bead-
quarters, and by me communicated direet-
Iy to Gen. MeClellan,
{(To be continned.)
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are ready, as heretofore, to give careful
and faitl:fi:! attention to all valid clnims
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THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, April 1, 1807:
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